
Senior year is hectic, but 

don’t let it affect the quality 

of your college applications.  

Take your time, pay atten-

tion to detail and plan ahead 

so you can meet the dead-

lines.   

 

Following are some of the 

top responses from counse-

lors and admissions staff 

who shared the most com-

mon mistakes on college ap-

plications.   

1. Misspellings and gram-

matical errors.  

2. Applying online, but the 

application isn’t submit-

ted.   

3. Forgotten signatures.  

4. Not reading carefully.  

5. Listing extracurricular 

activities that aren’t.   

6. Not telling your school 

counselor where you’ve 

applied.     

7. Writing illegibly.   

8. Using an email address 

that friends might laugh 

about, but colleges won’t.  

9.  Not checking your email 

regularly.  

10. Letting mom or dad  fill 

out your application.   

Adapted from:  ACTstudent.org 
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SENIORS: Please remember that ALL college and 

scholarship applications must be turned in to the Coun-

seling Office at least 10 school days prior to your appli-

cation deadline. 

Confused about the college application process?   

Please see College Planning in the Counseling Office folder on your class Schoology page 

OR visit the counseling office. 

IMPORTANT:  

Parents, please do 

not complete your 

child’s college appli-

cations for them.  It 

is very obvious to col-

leges when a student 

hasn’t completed 

their own application 

and this will most 

likely negatively im-

pact their application 

review.   

College Application Workshops 

Senior counselors, Mrs. Krywy 

and Mrs. Paolozzi, held Col-

lege Application Workshops in 

in the Library computer lab 

every Wednesday during ad-

visement throughout October 

and November.  This gave 

students the opportunity to 

ask questions, complete appli-

cations, and start scholarship 

searches.  From this point for-

ward, if questions arise re-

garding college applications, 

students are encouraged to 

make an appointment with 

their counselor. 

Here are items to keep in 

mind when you are ready to 

apply: 

 Complete your college 

applications first. 

 Complete and turn in your 

records release form to the 

Counseling Office. 

 Log into your Naviance 

account and enter your 

colleges under “colleges 

I’m applying to”. 

 Request transcripts, 

through Naviance, for 

each school you have ap-

plied to. 

 Fill out green tracking 

form for each college and 

turn into Counseling 

Office. 

 Request letters of recom-

mendation from teach-

ers, through Naviance, 

being sure to give them 

ample time to complete 

it! 



We kicked off the 2018-2019 school year 

with a freshmen orientation that was 

well attended by both parents and stu-

dents.   

In September, counselors, Mrs. Gillett, 

and Mrs. Morgan pushed into Fresh-

men Advisements  to  reintroduce 

themselves, point out who and where 

their resources are in the building, and 

encourage them to get involved in 

school activities. 

Now that each of them have received 

their first report card, please take a 

minute to review their progress and 

identify whether or not he or she 

needs additional support.   

Encourage them to get involved; have 

them think about participating in clubs 

and activities, sports or volunteering.   

What does your transcript say 

about you? 

Junior year is an important time to assess 

your transcript.  Counselors Mrs. DiNa-

tale, Mrs. Gillett, and Mrs. Morgan met 

with juniors earlier this month to review 

their academic progress, review gradua-

tion requirements and continue planning 

for their senior year and beyond.  

Don’t forget this is the year of college en-

trance exams.  Many have already taken 

the PSAT, but don’t forget to register for 

the ACT and/or the SAT at 

www.actstudent.org and 

www.collegeboard.com.  Tests are gener-

ally offered monthly with Spencerport 

hosting the April ACT and the May SAT. 

Juniors: Planning Ahead 
for a Busy Year 

Counselors began meeting with sopho-

mores prior to Thanksgiving and are 

continuing this week to discuss academ-

ic planning and to discuss the upcoming  

WeMoCo Tour for sophomores that 

will be held December 7th.  The tour 

gives sophomores the opportunity to 

visit two WeMoCo classes and explore 

whether it’s the right choice for them.   

Permission slips for the tour are availa-

ble for those interested and are also 

posted on the sophomore class’s School-

ogy page. Permission slips are due in 

the counseling office by the end of the 

school day, Friday, November 30th.  

Freshman Forecast: 
Remember, Every Grade 
Counts 
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Study Habits 

Checklist 

Developing good study habits will 

help ensure academic success.  Here 

are some suggestions to get you start-

ed. 

 Follow a daily schedule—a set 

time—to complete homework or 

study 

 Have a regular place to work or 

study 

 Use your planner to write down 

assignments 

 Keep a long-term schedule or 

calendar of tests, projects, re-

ports, etc. 

 Plan weekly reviews of your notes 

and your work 

 Study with friends 

 Keep track of new vocabulary—

use a glossary 

 Outline reading assignments 

 Skim assignments before reading 

them 

 Read charts, graphs, and tables 

closely 

 Organize papers before you write 

them 

 Use graphic organizers (ask your 

teacher for one if needed) 

 Stay after school for help to re-

view for a test or quiz 

 Use Advisement to get help from 

teachers 

Sophomores: 
Exploring Possibilities 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 2nd Interim Report availa-

ble via Infinite Campus 

December 21st 

 2nd Marking Period ends 

January 25th 

 2nd Report Card mailed 

February 4th 

Juniors Interested in the New 

Visions Program 

Juniors interested in the New Visions 

Program attended an Informational Meet-

ing with the New Visions teachers on No-

vember 15th.  .   

On Tuesday, January 15th, a parent infor-

mation night will be held at WeMoCo from  

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

On-line applications must be completed by 

February 1, 2019. Teacher and counselor 

recommendations must also be completed 

by February 1st so that they can be sub-

mitted before February break.  Please be 

courteous and don’t wait for the last mi-

nute to make your requests.  

National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA):   

The NCAA Eligibility Center certifies the academic and amateur 

credentials of all college-bound student athletes who wish to 

compete in Division I or Division II athletics. Students MUST register 

with the NCAA Eligibility Center if they wish to participate in ath-

letics and receive athletically based financial aid.  

 

For more information and to register, please visit: 

http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future. 
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http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.monroe2boces.org/newvisionsapply
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future


Although it feels like the school year 

has barely begun, we will be just about 

finished working with students on their 

course requests for next school year by 

our holiday break.  We will be conduct-

ing grade level assemblies with our 9th, 

10th, and 11th grade students, Novem-

ber 28th and 29th.  Students will re-

ceive their course selection books at the 

assemblies.  We strongly encourage 

students and parents to review possible 

course selections together.  Our Parent 

Scheduling Information Night will be 

on Thursday, November 29th at 6:30 

p.m in the Performing Arts Center.  At 

that time, counselors and teacher lead-

ers will be available to answer ques-

tions regarding the scheduling process.  

Teachers will be meeting with students 

and inputting course recommendation 

into Infinite Campus November 30th 

and December 3rd. Counselors will be 

meeting individually with students be-

tween December 4th and 14th to review 

their graduation plans and select cours-

es for the 2019-2012 school year.  Par-

ents will be invited to review their stu-

dent’s course selections in Infinite Cam-

pus after the holidays. 

Scheduling Timeline 

 What percentage of freshmen live 

on campus? 

 What is the academic advising like? 

 Do faculty members teach courses?  

 What is the average class size for 

freshmen? 

 Are there opportunities for re-

search, independent study, intern-

ships, and study abroad? 

 What choices do students have for 

their extracurricular activities? 

 What is the neighborhood sur-

rounding the campus like? 

 What are the characteristics of this 

school that make it unique? 

 

 What courses are required? Can I 

get credit for Advanced Placement 

or dual credit courses I have taken 

in high school? 

 Do you offer academic scholar-

ships? What is the application pro-

cess for scholarships? 

 Do you offer a wide variety of ma-

jors and can students easily change 

their course of study?  How many 

students double major? 

 What is the composition of the stu-

dent body-e.g. from what states, 

how many undergrads, male/female 

ratio, commuter vs. residential, 

ethnic and cultural background? 

 What percentage of students return 

for their sophomore year? 

Questions To Ask a College Representative 
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What colleges are telling us: 

 No withdrawals from classes.  If you 

fail a course—retake it! 

 College preparatory courses weigh 

most heavily —4 years of math, 4 

years of science, AP and /or Honors 

courses 

 SAT’s & ACT’s—if you didn’t score 

well—retake them. 

 High averages in non-college prepar-

atory courses are not valued as much 

as average grades in college prepara-

tory courses. 

 Letters of recommendation are very 

important. 

 A resume that highlights extracurric-

ular activities makes you stand out—

include clubs, sports, and community 

service. 

 Essays are critical!! Sloppy essays 

send a clear message that you would 

not be an appropriate candidate. 

 Senior year is not a time to slack off 

and take it easy.  Colleges look care-

fully at senior courses. 

 

Seniors—File your Federal Application For Student Aid (FAFSA) 
(Even if you think you don’t qualify.) 

FAFSA forms for the 2019-2020 school 

year are available now.  Completing 

the form is free and gives you access to 

the largest source of financial aid to 

help you pay for college or career 

school.  In addition, many states and 

colleges use your FAFSA data to deter-

mine your eligibility for state and 

school aid, and some private financial 

aid providers may use your FAFSA 

data to determine whether you qualify 

for their aid.  Therefore, EVERYONE 

applying to college should fill out the 

FAFSA even if you think you don’t 

qualify.   

The earlier you submit your FAFSA 

the better as some programs have lim-

ited funds that are distributed first 

come first serve.  Don’t miss out on 

potential aid by filing at the last mi-

nute! 

To file your FAFSA, go to FAFSA.GOV.  

Please note the form is FREE to fill 

out. If  you’re not on the .GOV site, you 

could end up paying someone to file the 

form.   You may also use NYS’s portal 

via HESC (High Education Services 

Corp). 

 

FAFSA.GOV
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/apply-for-financial-aid/apply-for-aid-start-here/completing-the-fafsa.html
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/apply-for-financial-aid/apply-for-aid-start-here/completing-the-fafsa.html
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and some Fridays for extra help.  Nation-

al Honor Society tutors may also be 

available.  Please contact the Counseling 

Office for more information.   

Our district is fortunate in that we also 

have the Family Support Center to 

help individuals and families in need of 

counseling.  Please feel free to contact 

them directly (349-5155) to set up an 

appointment, or call your son or daugh-

ter’s counselor for more information. 

Phone: 585-349-5240 
Fax: 585-349-5280 
Web: www.spencerportschools.org 

If your student needs help or support 

with overall academic, personal, or social 

issues, there is help available.  Please 

contact your son or daughter’s counselor 

directly or encourage him or her to stop 

into the Counseling  Office to make an 

appointment. 

For academic issues it is always best to 

start with your son or daughter’s teach-

ers.  All teachers are available via email 

using the following format: first initial 

last name@spencerportschools.org 

Teachers are available everyday after-

school with the exception of Tuesdays  

 

Support Is Available 

 

What is Naviance:  

Naviance is a web-based college research and planning tool 

that students will use throughout high school to help them 

plan for the future.  Students will explore careers, take inter-

est inventories and investigate their personal learning styles.  

They will use Naviance to help research post-secondary op-

tions—including colleges & the military and manage college 

applications. 

Naviance is used by the Counseling Department 

in promoting college and career readiness and to 

support our goal of having every student graduate 

with a plan for the future.   

Naviance may be accessed through hyperlinks in this article 

or on the Infinite Campus homepage; log-in is the same as 

your district log-in. 

COUNSELORS 

TEAM 10/12 

A-K  Mrs. JoAnn Krywy 

L-Z  Mrs. Jocelyn Paolozzi 

 

TEAM 9/11 

A-K  Mrs. Heidi Morgan 

L-Z  Mrs. Amy Gillett 

 

Spencerport Academy, 15:1:1  

& 12:1:1 Programs 

Mrs. Rebecca DiNatale 

 

Intervention Specialist 

Mrs. Kate Zobkiw 

 

SECRETARIES 

Mrs. Burnett  

Mrs. Schmitt 

 

REGISTRAR 

Mrs. Snyder 

 

INFINITE CAMPUS COORDINATOR 

Mrs. McSorley 

 

 

 

Naviance 

It’s not what happens to you that determines 

how far you’ll go in life; it is how you handle 

what happens to you. 

Zig Ziglar 

http://www.spencerportschools.org/parents___community/family_support_center
https://student.naviance.com/spencerport
https://student.naviance.com/spencerport
https://student.naviance.com/spencerport
https://student.naviance.com/spencerport
https://student.naviance.com/spencerport
https://student.naviance.com/spencerport

